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The pase two decades have witnessed a resurgence of populis politics across
the globe. The carly 215t century saw the pink tide of left

Latin America, the Southern European populisms that rejected the policics of

ing populism in

not only
cs. Although cach instance of populist politics is

o the people, o the true people, who both oppose

ted by the political cli

s predatory capal:

in yet others the anonymous bureaue

sovercignty. This speci

populism selsc co democraey? s i democracy s oher
tn chis context, the firs thre

< in Brussels undermining national

e of REGERCA poses one guestion: how docs

affirm thae populism can be

ind that even in its right-wing versions there are democratic im-
eles explore ways in which the democratic
¢ of the challenges presented by populise
forms of politics. Let us give some context to these concerns. Populist politics
least that is our key contention,

ises in response to incqu
ile right wing populist movements
tics, they do so with the mistaken perception that thesc groups are pri
we in some sensc benefited at the expense of the people. The fele experi-

¢ immigrants or other minori-
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ted. Even the most conserv:

ence of oppression or exclusion is not unwa
tive of statistical m

res demonstrates that over the past thre decades there

cher

sustained transfer of w

‘. The

¢ the merey of debe while loading
onto the very people most affficted

ticians

at least in Europe — brandish non-discrimination as their cover while
al relations. This is compatible with the introduction of
s of measurcment thar

restructuring so
formal lo

to protect against discriminatory

practices. Note for example the diversity and inclusion policy of Barclays

Bank:

We aim co fosee 2 culcure where individuals of all backgrovnds fel confident in bring-

ing their whole selves to work, feel included and their calents are nurcured, empowering
them to coneribute fly eo Barclays vision and goals. We have five global pillars of focus:
Disabiliy, Gender, LGBT (Lesbi

ay, Bisexual & Transgender), Multicultural and

Muldgen

Such abstract measurement is the smiling face of cconomic inequalities
decpened with the outsourcing of government and the withdrawal of welfarc

support. Populist movements expliciely reject the extension of the market to

every aspect of life, and insist that states should intervene for the nationa al

gned with

ment for the truc people, populism undermines

 borders in the form of wel

people. Yet when chau-

Vinism or priv
democracy. Restriceive trade barricrs deemed to be in the true national incr-

o

estas in the case of Hungary. too often align with exclusionary forms of poli-

ics.

Where left wing and liberal populisms insisc on cquality in both its redis
d identit cject the exten-
d p . gay men and wome

feminise accivists, environmentalises and transgender people — the key cle-
ments of the so-called new lefe. In supporting an end o all forms of preju-

eributiv,

i dimensions, right wing populi
liberties to immi

sion of ¢ ic:

See hitpe/home bclayuwhirwe arefoursratgy/diversiy andincluson!
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such as hous

dice - but without extending this to material cquality in a ;
income, wealth and property — third way political partics prepared the space
for the intervention of right wing popu
and left wing populists committed to the decpening of democracy
Such populist demands find litle resonance in'the void that is the empey
shetorc of el demoe crerise populism as a thre:
. in their failurc to keep
coichy they cannot recognize the e mhqu ke shaking the foundations of the
neoliberal con: committed to democratic politics - un-
derstood tment of cquality ~ populist politics present an extraordi-
ary opening. In all of its forms populism claims to represent those
excluded from politi
tion and from che m.

sts committed o wi

p.»lim..l eli

us. For those of

tion, from the media industry. from cduca-
tructures that underpin the very possibilicy
of democratic life. We are compelled as do the contributors to this volume to

experiment with new forms of demo

i inclusion. These could include
as UNASUR (the Union of South
American Nations) d ished a range of economic and polici-
cal mechanisms for mutual support betsween nine Latin Americ
might include forms of democ
ogies, the use of jury systems, pa
when cities make key dect
include redistribution of the glo
havens, tax policies, and property portfolios that have il che )vl'lncz we
live on. The challenge of populism however is not only a cha
who implcmm, protctand maintin global inciualcy. These inc

¢ after 2008 est

ons

i i e aren i he exploration of every new froncier - wheth-
b generc, nformational o maverial — for the purpose of ,m.m Such.

it oo peesent nealice dkmm..g with the f
peoples whao say o,





