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412 «Truewhore»: the ideal prostitute
The verbs in active (for men) and

that holds sex to be 2

ive form (for women) rev belief system
—elshel gets fucked [re-
i fucked by over 250 men»— proves that chey do not recog-
nis pmmm desex workers» but as scx objects that «get fuckeds.
They use the word «whores to stigma ty in general and (rc
produce the «whore stigmar denounced by sex-work ferminists, thus reinforcing the
double . so they are likely to
hold the s

sake of it

prositute-prostitutor rcl
stem when judging non-prostituted women who

413 Female (lack of) pleasure

Re:
believe prostituted women and
2003). Many ex-prostituted women have spoken about their feclings of degr:
self-harred duc to sex buyers' disres ic when they
meet a new «clients. While keeping bounda for women
in prostitution, the men are ofien offended when their efforts become evident. Au-
cumn Burris, founder of Survivors for Solutions, wrote: «I coped with all the unwanted
exchanges by limiting th buyer
non-verbal and/or verbal boundarics» (2016: 136). «Mademoiselle has writcen:

show maost of them
& Garcia,
ion and

h conducted on sex buyers across different countri

amount of time wit

1 enjoyed having sex with disgusting, direy serangers why would 1 charge chem money for i? [ 1
found it incredibly seressfl. Whenever | heard the buzzer anmouncing a new client | would jump. |
wsed o it and found it

found ie o degrading co have the men decide which gil to pick. | never g
humiliating (2016: 130-133).

i sated chat all sex buyers are men <vho find their ne
<y of women». wh“ sl of ol espes nd ety

a the right to show
and humiliace women they
stem in PunterNet is

ructured

“ThisDanih theraps and antprosituion campaignes wrote <A leer o my ohnsn (2016 7990, powelopen

e where

ek ot he egaiv eling ding erencoutee withsx by,
0. My spsch a he o confrencein Londan, Rteedfrom b/ ftanarhin dk/ 44y

> Rut, Tas.
speccha he feminis confeenceindodon [Canslid 30° Augst, 20181,
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- 2009: 68-69). Unlike the worker who tries to fight
bour, alienation and sepa
1 for survival. In that sense, «prostitution is the epitomisation of
1996: 99)-

sponse (C
i from che product of her/his
cn s cssen

ienation» (Edw:

4.2.3 Basic services
“The prostitutors within the PunterNet community have developed the notion of
can be taken for

basic services which implics certain sexual pract

everything should be «on sale». Otherwise, some «services» should be guaranteed. This

goes againse dissoci atcgies mentioncd

g practics that women reject to perform «basic sc

ght to sct up physical and cmotional boundarics with whoever they do ror ws
ows that the s g

the erucial surviv

intimate. Also, our evidence ers include

practices that may lead to pr
without condom, for which they are often willing to
wse blecding, bruises, ccrvie:
services» is both a potential form of violence and a public health

more#) and porn-like sex that

their notion of «basic

injuries, etc. In this se

5. INCOMPATIBILITY OF SEX BUYERS DEMAND FOR PROSTITUTION WITH
FEMINIST PRINCIPLES

tion: one.

y wants sex, the other does nor.
The former has money, the latcer needs money. The economic power enacted in che act
of buying sex cannot be ignored. The payment of moncy symbolically and cffectivel
excludes female sexual pleasure (and women's conditions in general) from the prost
tution contract. Proponents of the legalisation and decriminalisation model promote
the ide: e o choose eclients» and st up limits. They
should be concerned with s
buyers face bou
aservice providers next time: one who is more «accommadatings or cannoc
be able «to keep the jobs potentially entails allowing sex buyers o violate personal
boundaries, when not having to deal with them imposing their conditions by forec.

prove they do not intend to establish a commereial type
and mutual respect. Women
* and negativ

ere are two core picces to pros

stie notion that women 1

t when sex
different
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, they ¢

writs

cgasive review onlin

no. To

Ol sz kot condor 4 somssice atd s s s and g oo ot n some privigel
ircumsances,prostated wormen sy b ble o egossetis. The et riilied ay o

i doe ot deny women's individul bl o resse tht, bt the e that ey may nced <t et proves the
logicof pcsiaston s ot an el i

«Nie oty ot coaplets bcke ik e s [ Fcked e fas b wishbes sming s ther o e
ook at when can. ulld mt of he sy sipped the osay candom] off i corevd bes i semsal. Aginshe

e i nd it s o ik many sort (i)





OEBPS/image/132.jpg
titude

ings of entitlement to a female subservient
women. Signs of possible trafficking are cicher disrcg
when presenced* This is consistent with previous res
crafficking and che a of prostitution nc
considered as a deterrnt for buying sex (
and proves they do not care about womerns s
tion A proscitute acceps money before cach experience, and nothing g
s will respect her boundarics (Moran, 2013 112). Thercfore, the money faceor
blurs the meaning of

e likely co be dangerous for all
ded as irrclevant” or ignored
ch that found the suspicion of

enes

prostitutor

women

tion.

“The «unfortunates encounters narrated in the negative reviews prove sexua
tions that take place in prostitution to be the wrap for male expectations of dom
nance, Anger and resentment arisc when such expe I cases
they point at the women as the ones held accountable for working as prostitus, with-
Kking responsibility for cheir role as where control by
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from what ent

Is «being professional for sex buyers: «The ability to control your re-
he ability to restrain your urge to cry. The ability to imagine your cur-
is not happening» (zo1y: 225). Thus, the business-related terminology used
by pro-prostitution campaigners is an imperfece way of masking the abuse women
must endure within prostitution.

The concept of abasic services» adds up to the issue of prostitution as a job: wha
practices should be parc of the job? Could the government, prostiured women and sex
buyers agrec? Is it morally | it a womans physical and mental healeh mus
be put at risk to «provide a service» men require? Since proseiution involves sex, can
lives of individuals? Of which individu-
crous job, workers'

flex to vom

rent re:

h should be procctcd by the government, but how
tected from cheir customers' requirenents under a policy of le
ble hidden
treating it as  egitimate practice? For prostitution to be less d
for women, men's requirements should change. something

ofleg

on and decrimin:

6. CONCLUSIONS

“The gendered character of prosticution. based on so
i conditions and on the male sex-righ o ensure men'

1988). By writing public reviews of prostituted women and girls in virtu:
PunterNet, men control the context for the production of 1 type
> terms and con,

thus contributing to «the norm
prostitutor’s agency» (Sambade, 2017: 170). According to 2 Foucaultian notion of power
 enaced through discou that individ
wehal discourse of power, active part
mbodicd vehicle of is practical, innumerable man
cgitimate gender-based incquality
¢ interactions within prosticution would necd to be cquality-based for
women not to suffer male violence under a p
s we ex buyers' recount:
tion of women as inerent in prostitution. Thus, there is cvidence fmm
themseloes supporting the claims made by anti-prostitution res
Their construction

v of decrimi
ndica

e they r

archers and

al type of heterosexual laisons based on the notion of

«good servicen, in which
I desire is not rendered nece: fe

ry for sex to take pla

tlement to non-consens

feclings of
cnactment of men's cconomic power o buy
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plain suceess from a neoliberal poine of vi
tion recommended governmer
tion to bencfic from the revenues. Since then, Holland, G
done so (Ekman, 2013 3). In Gen consequence of the prostitution law, pimps
are now «entrepreneurs»; e procss «cuphemisti-
s facilitated migration» (Raymond, 2003: 6. The terminology of the so-

aalled

ex industry» has become business-like, providing the pro-prostitution lobb
with a sct of cuphemisms aimed ar disguising their interest on the legalisa-
tion/decriminalisation of the industry (Cobo, 2017: 114).

2.1 The excuse of male sexuality

Among the arguments and prejudices* in defence of prosticution, there is the per-
as ording to which prostit s necessary and/on
sorts. This s based on two fallacious assumptions that create the illusion chat prosticu-
cd. Firs n though men rape non-prostituted women
despite the existence of proseitution— essentialist accounts on human sexuality have
endeavoured to justify chat male sexuality

need an outlet or else they will endanger the safety of all women. This prejudice is at
the core of what has become known as rape culture. are artificially
divided into two groups: respectable —good women, cpitomising purity or mother-
hood and branded by — and unrespectable —bad women, «public property»
branded by prostitution— according to pa rds of social respectabilicy

service of

a soc

tion cannot be climi

nstinctual, uncontrollable, and that men

ondly, wome:

2.2 A gendered phenomenon
“The huge quantity of women in prosicution and the compa small number
of mal prostitutes is the result of uncaual soc
be overlooked. Importantly, the «customers» of both f d male prostiutes are
moscly men. This shovws that the model of masculincy chat demands and perpetutes
d is potentially endorsed by
. 2017: 137). The implications and conscquences are policic
affct women's lives workdwide in practical and symbalic terms, Carrently, however,
long with many feminists and lefi-wing people.
cording to which prostitution is ascptic in terms of

ic conditions that cannot

gonder.
This is «the unives
e fic for

rgument of the contractarian defence for which prosticu-
yone to cnters; chat che majority of prosticutes are women

for contractarians, mercly a «contingent fact» (Pateman, 1988 192). As Ekman b
highlighted, we are not supposed to sy

and «customers». Indeed, «the story of the sex worker

tion is a «r:

about women and men, but about «sellers»

a scory of the wom-

See b (20171819,
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violence

e, discourse of most
affickers, pimps
and decriminalisa-

he

of those who defend proseicutior
and brothel owners —who have the bese position under |
o policids hich allwthden o i st s opinky i
1, 2016: 90). Despice a deliberac co-optation of feminist terms,
 inerests of the pro-prostitution lobby ar intrinsically On
top of this, prostitution is not «some ife where men decide to tre:
women as economic equals» (Moran, 2013: 204). On the contrary: its roots are firml
ly and cconomically non-cgal
s revaled, it eells men they can buy a self-cocr

ahoots

states

i

entrenched in ., gendered conditions and, as

our a d, subservient role of wom-

en and potencially enac traditional gender roles without being cffectively challenged.
Prosiaon damages all women by proiding a locs o the cnaciment of 3 ype
of masculinity with overe misogynistic bi  his sexual fulfilmene

are centra d women's sexual desire, th,

d where money buys the right to disr
and well-being, Sex buyers' interests go directly feminist pr
heir intersts witl ments s not possible without
dictions. In the light of al this, feminists should counte

ing into contra-
of pacriarch:
of the movement by uniting
ses while holding men
W request from government

e the revolutionary poten

in g
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Abstract
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1. PROSTITUTION IN THE NEOLIBERAL AGE
1.1 Current feminist debates*
In the 19th century, British feminises of the abolitionist movement under Joscphine
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e Asociacion para la Precencidn, Reinsercion y Atencion a la Mager Prosticu-
ida (\PRAMP) in Spain_ (www.apramp.or a in the Republic of Ircland
(www.ruhamaie) and Pink Cross Found (wwwpinkeross.org:
“The pro-prostitution side is represented by covor: (Call off Your OId Ti
ics), a San Francisco-based prostitutes” rights organisation founded by
in 1973 advocating decrimi ion. They proposed to re-signi
through the legal status of prostitution to end the sigma c
1n 1989, Gail Peterson published the Vindication of the Rights of Whores, where she ex-
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2. PROBLEMATISING PROSTITUTION

Women in prostitution have rights and deserve respect not because or despiee the
fact they work as prostitutes, but because they arc human beings (O'Connell Davidson,
2002 93). something both anti and pro-proseitution feminises woul
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chin prostiution is «dangerous and . 2006: 31-35).
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tion dangerous and damaging is not well-known,
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and ekissing wasn't good». As Natasha Walter has noted. if we read the men's words in
PunterNet «from the point of view of the women, whose reluctance, pain and unhap-

piness» s often clear, ethe cffect is traumaticn (2010:57).
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