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skills, liveliness, social presentation, sexual abilities and, in some culeures, fer-

ility

the key aouree of feminine Menthy and fomal s
and willing to conseruct their identitics following the hegemonic beauy

crns will be able to be considered as successfully conseructed femi-
nes. Thus, Hakim impedes the conseruetion of

‘.nl,\ e people

cment of risk, the id
oy patcerns. Thus, che body s concived b
independent dual encity that has no relationship to what surrounds
it. Hakim does not mention the inherent necessitics of a body such as exterior

i i opment or the existence of
other bodies dhat enter in direct relation o ours. Hakims rejection to con-
caive the body as limited—as if having limits would actually show that her
crotic capital s only an clement to be found in speific subjects,is completcly
opposcd to theorics of the body developed by Butler (2006, 2009, 2o012). Such
theorics that have stared es depend on matcrial conditions in order
o be hy. while we are

that Hakim also neglects to addre
dependence takes us to ch

his complete scparacion beew,

Fand the universe are separaced (1986). This cpistemological scp
in which the body is conceived. The ol
ather bodics and not rlying on extrior
on of catiny

i influcnce on the w
as ot having relations wi
conditions. The prol
nicious results of an ideology that considers that the body has
sibility to change. This limitless conception of the body converges with a
constane pressure to fit in that bea n lead to psychological
disorders as Moreno Pe 1 has recently investigated (2016).

The imposition of having a sexy body becomes an internal battlefield for
women, a body conditioned by external desire and ple:
situation i

ty pactern, which

a act over nor only women's physical healch,
bt b chet mental heslh. it e need to ke in mind thst by pac-

terns come before the body. That is

. beauty pacterns exist prior to the
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existence of the body. Women must adjust their nacural shapes and f
alrcady existing beauty patcerns imposcd by m;

atures to

on to fie withi

: l auy pactcrn
s without women's consent makes it necessary for women to put
ander strict sclf-control and self-discipline in order to fic within
anon. This ¢ s

ls women to develoy f-control and

um exponent can be seen in the theory of crotic
L,\p\z,\l Catherine Hakim affirms that eroric capital is 4
be found in every woman. E
graceful can become a belle laide or 2 beau laid, ch:
tivenes

erson who is not

fort (20112 109).
This statement converges with the fact chat femininity is to be achicved by
means of the perfect body. This way. Hakim's theory develops an clement of
responsibility on women, they have the responsibilicy to constanely monitor
their bodies if they want to construct a successful female subjectiviey

Hyper-individualism and hyper-responsibilicy can be both scen as con-
scquences of the Cartesian revolution upon the way in which humans ha
sce and define themsclves as scparate from the universe. This detachment is
understood by Bordo as the loss of «The original model of cpistemole
sccurity (which Descarts knows cannor be fulflled—and chus the need for
God) s a constant state of mental vigilance over the objects (1986: 446).
Hence. the his produced by s
sformed inco control, «lehe p
sated by the peculiar aceness: the possibility of mascery and
control over those on whom onc is dependents (Bordo. c
o figh the pa
I female ageney within an androcentric

to them.

¢ to

e believe, as Bordo does, tl

ration is

women hyper-control the
the imposs
and masculine model tha

The responsibility. the fecling of conerol and the scnsc of in
is what leads Hakim and other post-feminist cheorists to b
choice and empowerment and to belicve that the makeover p
only possible but also our responsibility a potentially successful
women

d duty 2

¢ Gill mentions i the resurgence of
Jement can be

sily seen in

ports the old-fashioned id

leaves aside the al difference and material con ons exist and

et that so
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and sexualities

have a greater weight on the conseruction of sexual identic

(s Author i fllowing papers): They s ignore the importance of phall-
i d classifying whether a relationship is scxual.

To conclude, by rejecting the cx ry agents, post-

feminist subject in which only

ence of non|

xual women fit and they must subdue to a heteronor

oy—heteronorm:

coneeption of

ty i the axis of sexy patterns in our soci
ty. The
exploic their c

a theory of cmpowerment that
alrcady have an cconomic advantage or women who naturally fit within beau-

ct that women must also regulate and change their bodies in order to

Is Hakim co cre-

i capital and become successfil women le:
ay only work for ce

ain women who

ty patcerns, We need to remember that beauy products targeted to women

< usually expensive. Too often whitc women as beauty

money to be invested in achieving erotic capital. By adhering to biologieal
claims. to the idea d sual orientation, Hakim rjects to de-
velop an extensive and deep eritique on the p: rarchy and an-
drocentrism. Liberal conceptions of individ
lead post-feminism to produce a depoliticized conception of feminism in
which collective action is no longer necded or desirable.

re the consequences of crotic cap
Docs the inclusion of the crotic capital imply a revalorization of reproductive
work that will help to improve the economic position of women in socicty?
We intend to answer these questions in the following paragraphs.

in economie terms?

4. THE EFFECTS OF EROTIC CAPITAL ON ECONOMICS. TOWARDS A
FEMINIST REDEFINITION OF ECONOMY

Several favorable comments have been made about the theory of croric
cconomic agents. The
revolutionary

capital as a way to redefine women’s role in socicty
intoducion ofthe ovion of erocic capial
mechod d

l‘ n seen as

erotic

ith

ine construction ins

been widely ¢

le the current
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cconomy. This section of the article aims to determine the impact of Hakim's

theory in the ficld of femin

econom
4.1 Feminist economics or gender economics

ion between feminist economi as first

The d ind gender economi
developed by Ingrid Robeyns (2000). Following the division that Robeyns
proposes we could affirm ¢ as developed on a grow-
ing di tion by feminists on the methodology. cpistemology and (im-
plicie) ontology which ncocla
absolute authority which neoclassical cconomic methodology claims» (Rob-
cyns, 20001 4). She also suggests chat femi wider con-
ceprualization of gender:

¢ «Feminist cconomics

s well

1 cconomi

alysis should use

I thae case, gender poine a che power diferences between men and women in socicey.

and the scructures and conseraints chat make these power-differences occur and persise.

Tt also conneets dif

encs in power becsreen men and women to power-differences be-
eween different entites, races, age-groups, socia
prefesences and so o (Robeyns, 2000 4).

elasses, groups with different scxual

. feminist cconomics imply a subversion of the way in
ve been traditionally conceived by neoclassical cconom-
also impl sive agent for feminism since questions of
v and privileg dwithin a wider definition of gen-
der* On the other hand, Robeyns conceives gender cconomics as a currene
hough it sh ¢ paradigms with feminist cconomics, «l.| b
Iy o within the neoc] :
works (Bordo, 1986: 2). Am:

The
eradicate androcentric biases from the necolassical enconomic discourse
unharmed the bulk ofit. Ao, i is possible to put an end to
and women without questioning eapitalism. This is why we define this spproach as ‘add
women and stirzo [.] It considers thar the problem s the bad implementation of the

i postulare of gender cconomy is the frm belicf on che face that i i possible to
intaining the

qualitcs beoween men

3 A g idcion  the v ofscompercs Fon i €21 b s fn Bepond Ecomcenic

Man Febere Nelson, 1995)
Amaia Bérs Oroseo (2014) supports tha Femin ccomormics can b be divided o diffrt
sebcstegories Nevethlos, 1 we doy e that pos emiis and Hakim' heoy canbe defined 53
s appronch m cconanicswe mill ot walk et o e subtegoriaion of it conomics.
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scientific method that allows sxise prejudices o arise and leases womers experiences
u ofthe scope as well a the da upor ehich validate and test hypothess (zov4: 42)7

nomics or at
gender liberation.

tion of gender and the lack of a decp critique on

d cconomics in Hakim's theory leads to
cconomics the
that

‘nder economics and

¢ is no need

ikim's account

subversion of economics. Thus we can

within

of the current of white liberal feminism. Post-feminism is not only to be ds
fincd by che prefix pos
is no longer necded. We also defined post- a theory cre-
ated by white cisgender women, who hold a privileged posicion in sociery
This helps to reinforee liberal economics and polites due to the
lack of a decper critique on androcentric bia
ating that a complece feminine liberation is pm.mk

lysed by

aims to assert that feminism

nism

pérez Orozeo:

It s characterized for inheritng values from hegemonic cconomy. mainly, he value of
ehe individusl (it understands women's beration 25 the sum of ndividual processes and
does not talk aboue patriarchy or capialism s there is not 2 syscemic approach (zon:
o

“Thus, we see gender cconomics 3
feminist approach to gender struggle. Pér
cconomics as a branch that nor only consids
ble in a liberal cconomy, but that it would also be enriched by it. As for gen-
der cconomics «The barricrs that impede women' full participation implics
of human resources» (Pérez Orozco, 2014: 43)2 We can clearly

the cconomic branch of the post-
Orozco also chs

an absurd w

[PEN—
* Myown wanslaton

My awn raslton
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1.1 First-wave Feminism

is movement ma

Iy focused on womes but also on equ
in education, employment and marital rights. Nevercheless, firse-
nism was mainly formulatcd by white, middle-class women and targeted tha

me female profile. Ethnocentrism and the influence of currents of
did not embr:

Darwinism on this movement made clear that this

es in her paper When che Moher of the Race is Free,
«l..] not only ethnocentric but ofien racisc [..] this

led to zhg exclusion of Native women and women of color from a movement
imed to be based on gender, with ne
ing in our own day» (1992: 3). This r.
sources. On the one hand, we find chnocentric idcas staing th
entral socictic: the
the periphery is merely scen
gorized by a lack of morality and disrespect for

tive political conscquences
dimension has two key

civilization

can be measured in define

sentation of huma
developed world, which i ¢
human life. The other Lq source is the use of Darwinist ideas.

crde affirms in her paper (1992, fought

 feminists fought for whitc women's rights by stating that
women deserved rights duc to the evolutionary and reproductive importance
of white women for continuing the Anglo
reproductive role for the race led to the creation and o
ernal public and private roles» (Valver

feminises «l..J also used ueiltarian and organicist arguments
women's cause in an affirmation of their role in biological and soci
duction» (Valverde, 1992: 3)

This fight a st Social Darwinism's
bireh to the idea of the mother of the race. Women then became e
unique source of purity for the race. Reproduction, and thercfore
were not individual choices. but rather collective and racial issues. As we can
thought of as the k nd

cconomic system that is inherenly racist and classist

Saxon r: e importance of this
ion of «quasi-
1992: 3) for women. First-w

grounded

i a polici

Source to m:
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see here the direct r apital. As

the non-exploitation of eroric capital is secn by H a waste of feminine
cconomic power.
n orthodox eco-

im is aware that

there is a gender bias in market cconomy as market cconomy excludes one of
i exploit in order to improve their socioceo-

Iei behind by radical feminism and patrarchy

Ieis in chis comples 1deb
tool to actually empower wome

this article

d controve

sbout the use of erotic capi-
. cisgender privileged women,

empowering tool.

4.2 Redefining economy with erotic capital

a theory which is
iarchy. In chis

d nor

tive realiy of
ed on the normative economic model of the

reinforces the sex-

Fordist muclear Emily and the

sic capitalist couple th
sl division o abor betwieen reproductiv and productive work

The hererosexual marriage with kids where the man is scen 2 the autonomous brcad-
winner and provid and the woran is scen as the dependent housewife, fully dedicated
o her faily. This has been (and sl s, mosty) the hegemone idea of what  family
muse be like (Pérez Orozco, oug: 172

Whereas the notion of the Fordist nuclear family leaves out of the picturc

1y mentioned by Hakim in her book.

Myown traslaton
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1.2 Second-wave feminism

-based

Vhen we appeal to sccond-wave feminism, we refer to- the

m buile by whitc, middle-clas rly 1960's
o the carly 1980'. In the Ang] o it is widely acepted chat the
sccond wave started in 1963, the year in which Bety Fricdan's The Feminine
Mystique was published. This book questioned women's traditional role wihin
and outside the home.

femin ‘nder women from the

axon tra

is vision of women’s needs did not reflect the reality of millions of
women who were not cisgender, hetere not enjoy an
advantageous socioeconomic status. Avoiding the discussion about the diffe:
smong women kept intersectio
atter whether some women

exual, white or who d

out from the movement. It did
proficcd from colonialism or whecher
they were racist. The movement would not intend to question the working

fons of the wsall mon-white mannies. The fae that the ol of non-
Tow in the labor system

avoided a decper discussion on T erya o upon which cconomics
and politics relicd.

Conscquently, sccond-wave feminism only embraced che idea of a sisecr-
hood wihout ruptures. Women had t think of themselves only chrough gen-
ing aside class, cchn
As a response to this £

pearcd

lure of sceond-wave feminism, personal
the cracks of this movement  visible,

to make

sitionthat non-whice people

1) 1 noted che tendency of those in power to ctegorise chose of us on che margins as
women or minorities as if these were two mutually exclusive domains. This tendency was
supported by educacional rsearch that consstntly analyzed data by race o gender wich
Tt atcention to intersections beoween the two (Bikle et aL. December 2008 461

casy to sce how chis tendency climinated intcrscctionality
«ln fact, it appears that the idea of interscc-

lentity have come quite slowly to the discipline. In the 1970
Iy ignored» (Biklen ct al, 008

g

m and womes

s, women of color were |
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ged worker or owner and his housewife. For her, the clas-

sic capitalist couple i

] he seraegie principle which isresponsible for the fact chat women in the various in-

generating actvitis, schere they produce commodicies for the market, are not de-
fined and paid as wage-workers, that. on the other hand, in land reform provisions chey
are not given independent and legal ownership of land. chat they do nor get acces to
other productive properey, that in cooperacives they are often mere appendises to the
male members and cannot become independent members of a cooperative themselves
(Werlho, 1983) (Mies, 1o 11200

Although these two no
o the idea that ther is
work as defined by Federicei (2009).
models impose a sexual division of labor whi
from the productive and publicdoma

and converts them into non-
ic realm. Both models
conceive women, as Pérez Orozeo affirms by quoting Michéle Pujol as having

the following

1) They form par of the domestic realm, chey are married (o men, as we would add
ies and then on

nowadays) and also mothers.2) They rst depend on cheir fathers
cheir hushands 3) They are housewives and are specialized in housework 4) They are ot
produceive, since housework does not produce any value 5) They are irrational, s they
are no led by cgoism—the rational engine of marke's growth. Inscead. they are led by

Tove and aleruism towards their familics, which is also morally desieable, but i is rra-

cional and, cherefore, non-econommic (201

portant tool on which women should rely in order to improve their sociocco-
marricd women

nomic status. Hakim si
or mothers that depend on the salary of their husbands and their fachers.
s the figure of the successful single woman who
¢ subject as long

she must condi-

still depends or at
tion her erotie capit:

T T—





OEBPS/image/103.jpg
AICIA VALDES o it b s

movements during those decades that challenged the e of wom-
en's reproductive function through pro-choice and frec-love movements, such
ideas did not question the profoundly androcentric pol

system that white liberal feminism was rcinforcing,

and economic

1.3 Third-wave Feminism

“The 1980’ are the decade in which we set the beginning of the carly third-
way Rmim;m In 1981, bell hooks published Ain' I a Woman?: Black Women
). the firse lmuL that direcly dullmbul the absence of in-
ade, Judith But-
ler also pumhm e e oy Prformatce Act and Cender Consion (38)
in which the idea of performance broke with the traditional idea

minism.
g this moment that white fem

of the cisgender women from sccond-wave
Tt i believed that it is preciscly ds
stares to fear ancagonism within the Central societics in which it operates.
ticle docs ot se chird wave feminism as a different stage of
m that belicved and reinforce the role of white cisgender women
it questioncd all feminise dogmas chat were ex-

in socicty,
cluding non-masc

Thus, in the
ond-wave femins

and hooks as the beg
'he

inc subjects from che
i 1980's che firse i g
«d. The reason why we chose the works by Butler
new moment in the history of fe

of interscctionality being dircctly related o
good sample of a post-modern, post-seructuralist approach.
of binary gender and idenities as such

appeared during the 1980
lished her article Becoming che Third Waz
term. The article was a response to

ginning of post- any women thought th;
s no longer needed or uschl. But, cases such as the trial of Anica Hall
en that made it clear to Rebecea Walker

9
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¢ that chis successfl. sing
proval of a male subject. The third
work appears transformed in Hakims theory
should not spec

could

wwoman is sill depending on the a

tion on domestic

ccording to whom women

ialize on the ex-

ploitation of cheir erotic capi
skils, liveliness, social pres
cility). Hakim sccms o forgee that domestic work positions would also be
taken by other fe a

This transfor

on from domestic work to acsthetic work takes us to the
fourth dimension, the idea that women are unproductive as they do not gen-

erate value (or surplus valuc).
uL\m seems to conclude that chis

thetic work, this exploitation of

luc for women. Nevertheless.
ysis of the cconomic value of erotic capi-
 ncsheric workswhich il o converge with domestic work
in the figure of the housewife, may not only be done without an cconomic
compensation, bu it will surcly be invsible. Invisible work—feminine work,

erotic an be a source of economic

annot be measured and there-
Orozco, 20142 177),
sources of monet

va ll\\L zlm
tion as the subv

nine work acquir
ke women visible

s that do not le:

actions by egoistical and economic ter
This conception of women 2
sical econor

nts can be also seen in the neoclas-

tive outside the domestic realm but also responding to altruistic drives when
it comes o the domestic realm of the familics. However, it is here where Ha-

kim seems to introduce the most disruptive element: the rational woman,

Myown traslaton
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“The appearance of the band Bikini Kill in 1990 and the birch of the Riot
Grel movement also shows how feminism w:

sill nor only alive but also nec-

within socicty for the younger generation
Heterogencity is one of the salicnt
feminism, as we

atures that characterize third-wave

find different approaches: from girly feminism and black
Ithough they differ in
the tool o

feminism to transfeminism and Marxist feminism.
their approaches. they ey of
end all sexual or gendered oppression. Thus, it can be said tha
feminism advocat
dimension. Such hetcrogencous, rebellious and criti
and androcentrism posed in risk the claims and privileges of white fe
Consequently. we affirm

third-wave

for a collective movement with a strong

al feminism responded in two differ-
On the one hand, a lot of women

formal and real

bagan to deny the nced of feminism since they perccived ths
already been achicved. On the other hand.

as well. These two responses to interscetional feminism developed in
is what we consider post-feminism.

2. WHAT IS POSTEEMINISM?

ace, sexual identities, class and sexual

identarian

d struggl
k to real feminism. Th
based feminisms within Ceneral societies posed a risk to the status quo in
which some white, high class, cisgender, heterosexual women had already
achicved a better off position. These new
tions and redefining the way
the idea of the white cisgender female

Hence, we b

in which the feminine was constructed around

e that white feminism did not stem from second-wave

feminism and inco third-wave feminism, but instead, it was rebuile around che

notions of post-feminism as a response to new feminist formations that di-
rectly threatened the status quo upon which a lot of white cisgender women
relied. Therefore, this part of the article is determined to show how postfemi-

theory around a masculine conception of cpistemology and

nism erea
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al economic woman in H

The ra m takes advantage of an erotic
capital that can be achicved through means of an acsthetic work in order o
obtain an economic profit. Thus women overcome their ecconomic irrationali-
ty as they do not only follow drives of love and aleruism, but they also respond
o the masculine cconomic rationality that responds to the exchange and ac

quisition.
Once we have

alysed Hakim's cheory in cconomic terms we shall con-
icle by defining the successful feminine agent in Hakins theory

clude the

5. CONCLUSIONS. WHO IS THE EMPOWERED AGENT?

Firsely, we must define in broad tcrms the feminine subject. As scared
ides feminine and masculine in Hakim’s the

 that we find in post-feminism: the homogenous and universal
category of women. Hence, women are scen as cisgender and heterosexual
women only. Although H pl

ory s the s

of non-white womes
gets is a subject who a
st cime and moncy

on of her croric

Secondly, after having observed the exclusionary and narrow approach on
gender that both post-feminism and erotic capital hold towards the feminine
subject, it is neccssary to sce whether the succe ¢ subject can be

ge for feminism itself.

considered as an advan

e figure of the prototypical successful woman in Hakinrs theory b
high cconomic, crgo social, position. This position may come from a profes-
sional earcer necessarily enhanced by the use of crotic capital or it may come
from her partner’s cconomic resources. In both case:

er one’s income will be
ace or will be able to get a richer husba
cess of a woman will be measured in monctary terms. On the first cxample,
an who holds a professional carcer enhanced by the use of crotic capi-
al can be scen as the perfect and conscant invisibilization of reproductive

work. In other words, she will not achicve any soci ]

d. In both cases, the sue-

the wor

aesthetic work s still

her erotic capital. Erotic
which does not enhance the soci

worth of women since cconomics willscill
be ruled by th i

tion of In the second example this fact scems

even more obvious. The housewives and the mothers will be invisible not only

105
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Ise economic liberation for the

how it turns into the ereation of a theory of
feminine subject in Hakim’s work.

Let us now define wh: pmvi‘cminim\ is. Postfeminism is not onl
rent ch feminism, suggesting that
is o longer necded. But more imporcantly—and it is here where this article

oscs its main critique. post-feminism s a ool that has been developed from
whitc liberal in the current liberal and andro-

nism

‘minists that states that wi

centric system there is room for a real feminist liberation.

Postfeminism thus, depoliticiz
further critic

and commodifics feminism by empying

components. This depolitic

by the convergence of a narrow definition of women—ic is only designed for

women wh dy better off, with the cpistemologi

done by targeting the feminist subject

strong, independent woman who will function as a special consumer of prod-

wcts that help liberate herself leaving w kind of policical or collective

action dirccted towards the end of sexual and gendered oppression. T

cation of the liberated woman as the liberaed consumer also converges with

the denial of the necessity of feminism as the prefix post c
beling them

on is driven

feminism from

alre I foundation of

liberalism. This

an cconomically

aside

affirms. It also

demonizes any other branches of femin radical currents.

“The following scctions of the article have © this o diffeent abjeceives
Section 3 will develoy lysis to show how post-feminism is a theory that
has been impre entral clements of the masculine thought and
compare such dimensions to Hakim's theory. Section 4 will look into whether
consider Hakims crotic age for feminine agents

2 new value to reproduc-

it
in economics and discuss whether Hak

tive work or not.

3. POST-FEMINIST DIMENSIONS AND THEIR RELATION TO
MASCULINE EPISTEMOLOGY

After having defined post-feminism we need to sce the dimensions that
will charactcrize’this movement. Our hypothesis is that post-feminism has
acquired the dogmas of liberal philosophy. such as individualism and detach-
the core of its approach to gender seruggles. In order to show such

examine post-feminism using Rosalind Gills cnume:
e considers to be the key clements of wh

ion of wh: she defines as the

scnsibility of post-feminism:
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Aesthetic work and the post-feminist approach
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Abstract

The aim of chis articl is o elucidate whecher and how the theory of crotic capital may
function as 2

feminise ool to subvert the hicrarchics and rclations in curren cconomy in
favour of the empowermen and liberacion of women. Ths, by
white,lib

liheral epistemologi

lyzing the ways in which

feminism dirceely construces it clams and peticions through the bsorprion of
dogmas, we intend to search the direce relation between the ideology
developed by white, cisgender feminises and liberal cconomics and  poliies. This

docs nor lead to 1 feminist subversion of ccono-
my. bue reinforces the liberal cconomie and political system that rlies on a masculine and
androcentric epistemology. The subjectiviey that women can achieve through the exploita-
tion of erotic capitalis oy as consumers and ot as productive agents.

article

demonstrates how a theary of crotic .
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Resumen
Bl objecivo de este areiculo es arvojar luz sobre si el capital erético pucde ser considera-

do una herramsienca feminisea para a subversion de las ferarquias y relaciones cconom
favorccer una liberacidn de las mujeres. Para

Thiswork was sppored by the Spanish Minssy o Econorny nd Compesirencs (MINECO) under
granis FLZ015.7027.0 and FEDER, UE
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eral con cl objetivo de demostrar I relacion que exisee encre <l feminismo blanco
inera y el siseema politico-cconémico libeal. Ece articalo demuesera qu
plementaciin del capital exitico mo conduce auna subversion feminista de I cconom
conmico y politico iberal que sc fandamenta cn una episccmologia
ca. La subjecividad a I que acceden las mjeres por medio del capital
erético csen clave de consumidors.
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INTRODUCTION

apical (2011)

theory of Eroric been widely claimed

and cconomic independence. We aim o examine whether H;
ponds to a new empowerment of the feminine subject both in cco-
nd politics.
article thus has two main object
im's gender approach in her theory. On the other hand.
ot aim to offer a decp in particu-
- we believe that the introduction of a new type of capital migh b
impact on cconomics. Thercfore, we aim to study whether Hakim
offers a new type of cconomic and social cmpowerment for women in s
cconomic rerms.

im's theory

es. On the one hand, it s¢

s toan-

conomi

theory

Iy

ticle places the theory of cro within the specific and nar-
row frame of whi m. To clarify what we understand

liberal feminism we will analyze the chronologi
current to be divided in threc sty

white,

1. Nevertheless, this article does not aim to reinforce such a

but uses this historical narrative to show how

tool. by cconomically
achieve power in

«Contralsocrisn i .t that s 1o sppeal bt s b widely prered s <Wessrns. This
il avoids erms soch s <Westr or «Esscens, sinc they conribte t0 maiatsin picmologicl
Hirasehiss. «Centrle il substiate <Weserme while «Deripherical willappel 1o «Ester to refer
0 thewey i which knorledge s mpose,
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between white feminism and the maincenance of the cconomic status quo.
zed how first and second-vave feminism reinforced exclu-

leaps from seconiwine Emition i post-feminism, Post-feminism will be
defined as the current trend of white, liberal feminises ch
nceded-—as the use of the prefix pos
narrow approach on gender that leads o
mpowcred, feminine agenda within the strong, an-
system that is capitalism in the:

“Therefore, chis aricle will be divided in the following p:
will bricfly take a look at the conncetion beoween white feminism and liberal
l politics, in order to show how such connection is still clearly

ims not only to

hae feminism is st

o to create

create an exclusiona

drocentric, masculs

cconomic:

present in what we call pose-feminism. Sccondly, we will explain how post-
feminism is depoliticized by the adoption of liberal dogm:

alism. Wih this purposc. we will base upon the dimensions of post-feminism
developed by Rosalind Gl (2007) so s to a
Thirdly, we will study how the theory of crotic capital can be assembled
ipproaches of fy
swhether we can talk about a theory of economic cmpowerment for women,

y. the article will conclude that the theory of crotic captal plays a
key role on the reinforcement of c
system in which feminine dimensions of work are invisible. Such conclusions
will be grounded in che fi al docs ot provide feminine
agenes with a position of soct the productive system. Inst
crotic capital implics a new, invisible work—acsthetic work, chat will grant
specific feminine agents only an identity of consumers within the current
cconomic system.

such as individu-

lze the theory of erotic capital

nist economics with the intention to cl.

around s

an androcentric, masculine

1. A BRIEF CONTEXTUALIZATION OF WHITE FEMINISM

§ to situate feminism in a specific timeline and ideolog
requires facing two problems. On the one hand.

spectrum

awe the problem of the
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opinions within the movement. This diversity of:
t0 define feminism through only one particular idea. As
«Lacking
femin
links to

ctory dhrough empors
ices that share historical

ngle definition o g
can be best thought of a
a termo (2002: 3233 ). Victor
g of eminismn while different forms of hiscoricism may produce a
e (Browne, 2014: 1)
At the same time, we must face the problem of establishing che ideolo
sc of a pluralistic movement. Reducing a multidisciplinas
and is the

d to misunder-

linear re:

amaster

cal

mensional movement—that ha

permeated by different cultures, into ideological terms can
standing
Nevertheless, che unilincal hiscorical narrative that divides feminism in
has been ceped among scholars. This unilineal narrative has
tablished the white,
subject of feminism. As Walter Ben-
o the philosophy of history (z007). those

tors. This article docs not try o reinforce or

en the main ule o \A"H!L feminism and has

min szced i his
wwho appear in histor
support the type of

dhesime
o develop
and the cconomic and polic

Since the author of this

“minism branch

that is mainly developed with nch of feminism,
using the hegemonic ve of white feminism-—a_hegemonic
discourse also when engaged into gender scudics in C:

point out the role that white feminism has played on maincaining

cconomic and political systems.

llows to

+ I mevemary b sy hae i hi sl doss mothars ch ntetion 1o e the ckisramenis

of safapettes o b o' avnents b i o consicta s pespectiv o s b o't
7ghts i mo brace sy ofwomen his comrestin figh's o pivoge
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a new invisible di-

by means of their domestic work, but they will also hs
mension, which will be their aeschetic work.

e thus sill found in the non-productive realm of cconomics. In

will sill lack labor righes

d access to social
does not respond
to the subjectivity of the producer, but th consumer agents

In other words, their economic enhancement

not

include crotic capital o
m affirms chat «Soc
be more o less convertible into financial bene-
cconomic approach to crotic capital pre-
vents Hakim from clucidating the cconomic consequences of the introduction
of crotic capital. She ignores the f Land labor do not only ha
nnot be found in crotic capital.

femi

way, if we do not
and feminine

pital will seil be in a position of inferioris
s, in Hakin's world, women are betcer off in socicty as long as chey
are able and willing to cxploi their crotic capital and engage in acschetic
work. Such activiti sform women into cmpowered productive
agents. The imposibiliy of being defined as product
posibilt o deelop
sce an improvement of their sicuation. Wormen are only cmpowercd consumer

cloping an empowered subjectivity as consumers docs not imply
equisition of rights and frecdoms that will improve women’s position in &
uline, androcentric socicty

will not tr:
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These include the nocion that femininiey is a bocily property: the shif from abjectifica-
tion to subjectification: an_emphasis upon seli-urveillance, monicoring and. self
discipline;  foeus on individualism, choice and empowerment: the dominance of
makeover para

146

s and a resurgence of deas about natural sexual difference (Gil, 2007

ons are not common enough to be
tical daca and

velevant data (Hakim, 2011 4. Her refusal o use cer
to consider certain g and sexual or
shows the lack of

ume that Hakims theory docs not question the het-

ructure.

dressing Feminin
feminist media culture the pos
the key source to ca
atures of the se

ion of what

considered to be 1

seruct and develop 2
body are within
Such type of
nd
means of cul-
rried out by Baudrillard (1981) and
as the hegemon-

feminine identity (2007: 150). W
in a specific period of time, to succeed in hay
those beauty scandards imposed mainly by
shion is also usc

a given soci
body is to fic

s meds

st component

bodies with a key role. In her theory the body
1. Women must exploit their be:

ity

of conseructing and prescrving their
We should nor forget what Hakim cnumerates the following

al attractivenes

activeness

dimensions of the erotic capital: a

Cultus sppropriatan dhrough fishion nd the imposton f whiefesres bl ch act ht e
estures of o whie besisse only vl once they ave bee ineodced by hegemons Fbion 51
srcptable
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